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‘Nobody else is quite like me’ 

Early Years education is the foundation on which children build the rest of their lives. Our aim is to provide 
a broad, balanced and relevant range of experiences and skills, rooted in play and planned to be 
worthwhile and of interest and value to our children. These experiences will be developed in a safe, secure 
and supportive environment. Children will be able to reach their potential socially, emotionally, physically, 
intellectually and spiritually. 
 
Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 
There are four overarching principles of the Early Years Foundation Stage: 

¶ Learning and Development 

¶ The Unique Child 

¶ Positive Relationships 

¶ Enabling Environments 

 
The Unique Child 
At Vernon Primary school every child is valued, and the school is committed to meeting their individual 
needs in all areas of development. Every child is unique and we believe has the potential to be successful. 
The Early Years Curriculum is available to all children and every child deserves the best possible start in life 
and the support that enables them to fulfil their potential. (Statutory Framework for the Early Years 
Foundation Stage 2021). 
 
Where a child presents with Special Educational Needs, the class teacher will work alongside parents, 
SENCO and external professionals may also be required. Parents are fully involved in this process, centred 
around each child. We follow the SEND Code of Practice 2014 to ensure ‘All children are entitled to achieve 
the best possible education with high aspirations and expectations’.  A Personalised learning plan will be 
put in place and the teacher will regularly update Parents/Carers on progress and development to allow 
each child to access the curriculum along with their peers. Early identification is important and therefore, 
staff working in school monitor the children’s progress carefully through regular pupil progress meetings.  
 
During the end of the Summer Term, teachers from EYFS and Year 1 work closely together to ensure that 
the children’s learning experiences in the final year of the EYFS are valued. This enables Year 1 teachers to 
have a fully holistic picture of individual learning styles, ‘Characteristics of Effective Learning’ (See Appendix 
B) and attainment. This supports a positive and smooth transition into Key Stage 1.  
 
All staff adhere to the school’s Health and Safety Policy. For the Early Years, this includes both inside and 
outside the classroom: Confidentiality requirements, access to classroom and outdoor area, collection of 
children, medical procedures, appropriate supervision, appropriate storage of tools and materials and 
teaching children safe use of materials and tools. All staff have relevant training and DBS checks. 
 
At Vernon, we promote a healthy lifestyle as we know this is an integral part of their well-being. Every child 
in EYFS has a free piece of fruit daily, we encourage drinking water, and we encourage a good self-care 
management of toileting and hand washing.  
 
Learning and Development 
We recognise that children develop and learn in a range of different styles and at different rates. Wherever 
children are in their unique development, this is our starting point for their learning. Before children enter 
reception, links are established with Parents/Carers and all pre-school settings to gain an understanding of 
each child’s stage of development and support their transition into full-time education.  
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Children learn through a holistic approach; they discover connections that develop their understanding. 
They learn from everything that happens, most effectively through planned purposeful play, first- hand 
experience and talk. Time and opportunity are provided for the children to develop deep level involvement 
in activities and to establish relevant links in their learning, both indoor and outdoor. Feeling confident and 
being encouraged to think for themselves will lead to confidence and independence in learning. 
 
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is made up of seven areas of learning (See Appendix A): 
 

¶ Communication and language 

¶ Physical development 

¶ Personal, social and emotional development 

¶ Literacy 

¶ Mathematics 

¶ Understanding the world 

¶ Expressive arts and design 
 
A Statutory Baseline assessment is carried out during the first weeks of a child starting reception and is 
used to consider each child’s next steps. This is done in a comfortable environment and delivered in a child-
friendly manner. This gives us a starting point for planning a unique, high-level curriculum which supports 
and scaffolds skills, next steps and an awareness of learning styles for children, and how to provide for our 
continuous provision. 
 
At Vernon we value the importance of reading, and we feel that the start of reception is a 
great opportunity to really nurture the love of reading, books and storytelling. We are passionate about 
exposing the children to a range of text and genres and making each one an adventure. The reading 
journey at Vernon is filled with discovery, intrigue and the key to unlocking wonderful vocabulary and 
imagination. We follow the ‘Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised’ phonics programme which is a 
complete systematic synthetic programme. We encourage Parents/Carers to be fully involved in this 
journey with their child. 

 
At the end of the school year, a summative report is undertaken in the form of an ‘Early Years Foundation 
Stage Profile’. This informs Parents/Carers of their child’s attainment in relation to the 17 early learning 
goals. This summary is also sent to the Local Authority. This report reflects on the Characteristics of 
Effective Learning (CoEL); this is how the child thinks, is motivated and engaged in their play.  
 
An online learning journal is kept for each child using the platform ‘Tapestry’, where observations are 
added by all adults. Parents/Carers can access this for their child and can view, comment on and add their 
own observations about their child’s learning and development. 
 
Positive Relationships 
Building relationships between children and adults is of central importance to support children’s 
development. All adults working in our Foundation Stage respect the feelings of children and their families 
and work closely in partnership to ensure that these sensitive and trusting relationships are as effective as 
possible, always respecting confidentiality.  
 
Clear and consistent class routines and rules in line with our school behaviour policy encourage high 
standards of children’s behaviour; this enable effective learning and teaching. We promote a positive 
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environment and always communicate appropriately to children to discuss and encourage positive 
behaviours.  
 
Regular informal discussions take place as part of the open-door policy between school and Parents/Carers. 
Information from Parents/Carers about their child’s learning is actively sought and valued and parental 
involvement in their child’s school life is encouraged. Parents’ evenings take place in the Autumn and 
Spring terms to discuss children’s attainment, wellbeing and next steps. 
 
Enabling environments 
The Early Years Foundation Stage Framework (2021) has been updated to ‘improve outcomes at age 5, 
particularly in early language and literacy’. Our classroom is continually evolving to support and scaffold 
the children’s learning. We observe, interact, play and engage with pupils and from this, we plan our 
bespoke curriculum for pupils. Observations of interests and needs are highlighted and are part of 
enhanced provision. Our curriculum is bespoke and unique to the current cohort; we plan for skills and 
dispositions to ensure that our children become successful and lifelong learners. We plan for self-
regulation and executive functioning, fully engaging children in their play.  
 
At Vernon we know that children learn best when they are happy, fully engaged, observing and having a 
range of opportunities to rehearse and practice in a safe, secure environment.  We believe in a holistic view 
of learning, so all children can access our environment. We have a strong belief in learning through nature 
and many of our outdoor resources are natural to provide open-ended imaginative opportunities. We 
believe in open-ended play where there is no limit to learning. We have weekly welly walks where the 
children explore the school field, and we always conclude by spending quality, purposeful time under a 
large oak tree to connect with nature. We involve the local community as much as possible to enrich 
children’s experiences and their breadth of learning.    
 
The classroom space is established and organised with the specific provision that we know will support the 
children’s needs; it will allow them space to learn, consolidate and rehearse for all learning styles. We plan 
for children to demonstrate the ‘Characteristics of Effective Learning’ and to strengthen their 
communication and language. We design opportunities for skills-based work and encourage children to be 
aware of their skills and how best to improve on them. Our focus on learning is always positive and we 
encourage children to take responsibility for their learning. We strive for children to thrive in a classroom 
with rich language for speaking and reading, excellent communication, inclusivity, equality and a fun 
environment where children feel nurtured and empowered to be unique, successful and with an 
aspirational vision. Every child has the potential to achieve.  
 
Penny Brammar 
Early Years Foundation Stage Leader  
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