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Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Policy

‘Nobody else is quite like me’



Early Years education is the foundation on which children build the rest of their lives. Our aim is to provide
a broad, balanced and relevant range of experiencessiil$, rooted in play and planned to be

worthwhile and of interest and value to our children. These experiences will be developed in a safe, secure
and supportive environment. Children will be able to reach their potential socially, emotionally, plyysicall
intellectually and spiritually.

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)
There are four overarching principles of the Early Years Foundation Stage:
1 Learning and Development
1 The Unique Child
1 Positive Relationships
1 Enabling Environments

The Unique Child

At Vernon Primary school every child is valued, and the school is committed to meeting their individual
needs in all areas of development. Every chilaghisjueandwe believehasthe potential to be successful
The Early Yeafurriculum is available to all childreand every child deserves the best possible start in life
and the support that enables them to fulfil their potentigbtatutoryFramework for theEarly Years
FoundationSage2021).

Where a child presents witBpecal Educational Needghe class teacher will work alongside parents,

SENO andexternal professionals may also be requir@érents ardully involved in this processentred
aroundeachchild. We follow the SEND Code of Practe® 14 t o ensure * Al l child
the best possible education with high aspirations axgectations A Personalised learning plan will be

put in place and the teacher will regularly updd@arents/Carersn progress and developmera allow

eachchild to access the curriculum along with their pedtarly identifications importantand therefore

staff working in school monitor the chgshektingsn’ s

During the end of the Summdierm teachers fromEYFS and Year 1 watksely bgether to ensure that

the children’s |l earning experiences in thestofinal
have a fullyholisticpicture ofindividuallearning styles'Characterigics of Effective Leaing (See Appendix

B) and attainment.This supports a positivend smoothtransition into Key Stage 1.

All staff adhere to the school’s Health and Saf e
outside the classroon@nfidentiality requirements, access to classroom and outdoor area, collection of
children, medical procedures, appropriagapervision, appropriate storage of tools and materials and

teaching children safe use of materials and to8lé staff have relevant training and DBS checks.

At Vernon we promote a healthy lifestyle as we know this is an integral part of theirlveglly. Every child
in EYFS has a free piece of fruit daily, we encourage drimlatey, and we encourage a goaelf-care
management of toileting and hand washing.

Learning and Development

We recognise that children develop and learn in a range of different styles and at different rates. Wherever
children are in their unique development, this is our starting point for their learning. Before children enter
reception, links are established wiParents/Carergand all preschool settings to gain an understanding of
each chil d’ s st ag gortdghkir trdnsitior ihto fpltmes educaion.d s u p
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Children learn through a holistic approach; they discover connections that develop theirstaru#ing.

They learn from everything that happens, most effectively through planned purposeful playhdinst
experience and talk. Time and opportunity are provided for the children to develop deep level involvement
in activities and to establish relant links in their learningooth indoor and outdoor. Feeling confident and
being encouraged to think for themselves will lead to confidence and independence in learning.

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is made up ofigenerf learning (See Appendix A:

Communication and language

Physical development

Personal, social and emotional development
Literacy

Mathematics

Understanding the world

Expressive arts and design
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A Statutory Baseline assessment is carried out during the first weekscbild starting reception and is

used to consider each chil d’ s noamentarsldetiversd.in alchid s |
friendly manner. This gives us a starting point for plan@ingique, highlevelcurriculum which supports

and sc#olds skills next stepsand anawareness of learning styles for children, and how to provide for our
continuous provision.

At Vernon we value the importance of readirmgd we feel that the start of reception is a

greatopportunity to really nurture the love of reading, books astdrytelling. We are passionate about
exposing the childreto a range of text and genres and madsieach one aadventure. The reading

journey at Vernon ifilled with discovery, intrigue and the key to unlocking wondexfotabulary and
imaginatonWe f ol |l ow the ‘“Little Wandle Letters and S
complete system@c synthetic programme. We encourage Parents/Carers to be fully involved in this

journey with their child.

At the end of the school yega summative report is undertaken inthe formofaEar | y Year s F.
Stage Pr of i Paeéents/Cafetpifs tihrefiar mshi | d’ s attai nment in
goals. This summary is also sent to the Local Authority. This report reflects Ghateeteristics of

Hfective Learning(CoEL)his is how the childhinks, is motivated ath engagedn their play

An online learning journal is kept foreach child i ng t he p | ,avherembsenvatioisanee st r y
added by all adultRarents/Carersan access this for their child and can view, comment on and add their
own observations about their child’s | earning anr

Positive Relationships

Building relationships between children and adidsts f cent r al i mportance to s
development. All adults working in our Foundation Stage respect the feelings of children and their families
and work closely in partnership tnsure thatthese sensitive and trusting relationshige as effective as
possible always respecting confideatity.

Clear and consistent class routines and rueline with our school behaviour poliepncourage high
standar ds of c;hthisénableelfective leanmdaand/téaching. We promote a positive
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environment and always communicate appritely to children to discuss and encourage positive
behaviours.

Regular informal discussions take place as part obgren-door policy between school anélarents/Carers
Information fromParents/Carera bout t heir child’” s |l earning i s ac
i nvol vement in their child’ s school l ife i s encc
Spring ter ms t atairnens welbsirsggand ekt bteps.e n’ s

Enabling environments

The Early Years Foundation Stage Frame20R1)h as been updated to ‘i mpro
particularly in earl y bniscgntinaajyevoleny tb suppoit and scaffgid . Ou
the children s | e\Wea obsermeginteract, play and engage with pupils faoioh this, we plan our

bespoke curriculum for pupil®©bservations of intexsts and needs are highlighted and are part of
enhancedprovision. Our curriculum is bespok&aduniqueto the currentcohort, we plan forskills and
dispositions teensure thatour childrenbecomesuccessful and lifelong learners. We plandeif
regulationand executive functioningully engaging childrem their play.

At Vernon we know that children learn best when thag happy, fully engagedpserving and having a

range ofopportunities torehear® and practice in a safe, secure environmewte believe in a holistic view

of learning, so all children can access our environment. We have a strong belief in learning through nature
and many of our outdoor resoaes are natural to provide opeended imaginative opportunitie$Ve

believe in operended play where there is no limit to learning/e have weekly welly walks where the
childrenexplorethe schooffield, and we alwaysoncludeby spendingjuality, purposefutime under a

large oak tree to conneatith nature.We involve the local communitysanuch as possible to enrich
children’s experiences and their breadth of | ear

The classroom spacedstablished and organisetith the specificprovision that we know will support the
childrei s niewalldlkw them space to learn, consolidate and rehearse for all learning siyleglan
for children todemonstrate the Characteristics of Effective Learniagd to strengthen their
communication and languag&/edesign opportunitiegor skillsbased work and encourage childrea be
aware of their skills and how best to improve on them. Our focus on learning is always parsitive
encourage children to take responsibility for their learniég strive forchildren to thrive in a classroom
with rich languagdor speaking and readin@xcellent communicatigrinclusivity, equalit and a fun
environment where children feel nurtured ammpoweredto be unique successful and with an
aspirational visionEvery child has the potential to achieve.

Penny Brammar
Early Years Foundation Stage Leader
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APPENDIX A

Seven areas of learning and development in the EYFS

The three prime areas are crucial for The three prime areas are strengthened
igniting children’s curiosity and and applied through the four specific
areas.

enthusiasm for learning.
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APPENDIX B

The three Characteristics of
Effective Teaching and
Learning

When we see a baby in their cot, we’re looking at ‘the
greatest mind that has ever existed, the most powerful
learning machine in the universe.

We can help children become even more powerful
learners through three Characteristics of Effective
Teaching and Learning:

» playing and exploring - | investigate and experience
things, and ‘have a go’.

* active learning — | concentrate and keep on trying
even when | encounter difficulties. | enjoy achieving.

 creating and thinking critically — | am learning to
develop my own ideas, make links between ideas, and
develop strategies for doing things.
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Playing and Exploring

* | understand that my actions have an effect on the
world, so | want to keep on exploring.

* | am learning to plan and think ahead about how |
will explore or play with objects.

* | might talk to myself or use visual aids such as
pictures while | am playing to help my thinking. For
example, when doing a jigsaw, | might whisper
under my breath: “Where does that one go? — |
need to find the big horse next.”

* | can make independent choices.

* | bring my own interests and fascinations from home
into my setting. This helps me to develop my
learning.

* | respond to new experiences that you introduce.

<l Active Learning

* | join in with routines without needing to be
told, like going to my cot when | want to sleep.

* | am learning to predict what might happen
because | understand a familiar routine, e.g. |
may get my coat when adults open the door to
go outside.

* | show goal-directed behaviour, e.g. as a baby |
may pull myself up by using the edges of a low
table to reach for a toy on top of the table. As a
toddler, | might turn a storage box upside down
so | can stand on it and reach up for an object.

* | am learning to correct my mistakes myself, e.g.
instead of using increasing force to push a puzzle
piece into the slot, | try another piece to see if it
will fit.

* | keep on trying when things are difficult.
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Creating and Thinking Critically

* | take part in simple pretend play, e.g. | might use an object
like a brush to pretend to brush my hair, or ‘drink’ from a
pretend cup.

* | can sort materials, e.g. at tidy-up time, | know how to put
different construction materials in separate baskets.

* | can talk about my learning. | think about my progress as |
try to achieve a goal. | check how well | am doing.

* | am learning to solve real problems, e.g. to share nine
strawberries between three friends, a strategy | might use is
to put one in front of each, then a second, then a third.
Finally, | might check at the end that everyone has the same
number of strawberries.

Creating and Thinking Critically

« |like to ‘pretend’ in my play. By pretending to be someone
else | can imagine other points of view, e.g. when | am
playing ‘The Three Billy Goats Gruff’ | might suggest that
“Maybe the troll is lonely and hungry? That’s why he is
fierce”

* As | learn more things, | become more confident to come up
with my own ideas and explanations. When | know about
different types of dinosaurs, | can say which ones are meat-
eaters by seeing if they have big sharp teeth.

* | can concentrate hard to achieve something that’s
important to me. | can focus my attention and ignore any
distractions around me.
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