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Grapheme Catchphrase Pronunciation 
phrase

ai
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tail in the rain

Open your 
mouth wide 
and say  
ai ai ai

ee
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sheep in a jeep

Smile with 
your lips 
apart and say 
ee ee ee

igh
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a light in the night

Open your 
mouth in  
a relaxed  
way and say 
igh igh igh

oa
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soap that goat

Make an ‘o’ 
with your 
mouth  
and say  
oa oa oa

Grapheme Catchphrase Pronunciation 
phrase

oo
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hook a book

Pucker your 
lips and keep 
them small as 
you say  
oo oo oo

oo
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zoom to the moon

Open your 
mouth just a 
bit, put your 
hand on your 
tummy, pull 
your tummy 
in and say  
oo oo oo

ar
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march in the dark

Open your 
mouth wide, 
push your 
tongue down 
and say  
ar ar ar

or
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born with a horn

Make an ‘o’ 
with your 
mouth, push 
your tongue 
down and say 
or or or

How to say the Phase 3 sounds
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Grapheme Catchphrase Pronunciation 
phrase

ur
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curl the fur

Open your 
mouth in a 
relaxed way, 
push your 
tongue down 
and say  
ur ur ur

ow
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wow owl

Open your 
mouth wide 
then move 
your lips 
together as 
you say  
ow ow ow

oi
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boing boing

Make an ‘o’ 
with your 
mouth then 
move your 
lips out as 
you say  
oi oi oi

Grapheme Catchphrase Pronunciation 
phrase

ear
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get near to hear

Smile with 
your lips 
apart, push 
your tongue 
to your teeth 
as you say 
ear ear ear

air
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chair in the air

Open your 
mouth wide, 
push your 
tongue down 
as you say  
air air air

er
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a bigger digger

Open your 
mouth in a 
relaxed way, 
push your 
tongue down 
and say  
ur ur ur


